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130 North ™Muke Strewet
York, Permsylvania 17401
(717) T71-4481

Septerber 25, 1984

Mr. Donald C. Waddell Re: Water Investigation
340 Hnterstown Road Hunterstown Road Area
Gattysburg, PA 17325 Straban Townahip

Aams Conty
Cear Mr. Waddell: e

On August 14, 1984 a representative from this Department sampled your
wall water supply as part of a groundwater investigation in your area.
The following volatile organic chemicals were detectsd in your sample:

Chemical Quantity (parts per billion-opb)
1, 1-pichicroathane 4T <
1,1,1-Trichloroethans 24.0 -
Tatrachloroethylene less than 1.0 .-

The water was also tested for pesticides and PCB's which were not de-
tacted in yvour sample.

The volatila oroanic chewicals are common industrial solvents with
widespread apolications. Some of these chemicals have heen found to in-
crease the risk of cancer in laboratoyy animmls, although a similar cor-
relation in humans has not been definitely astablishad in the parts par
billion rangs. Others have either not been subjscted to extansive re-
search testing or testing has not associated them with cancer productiom.
Based an this testing evidence, 1,1,1-Trichlorocethane is regarded as a
suspected carcinogen. It is for this reason that the term "safe lewel®
ia inappropriate. Instsad of safe levels, the term “level of risk{ is
associated with a specific amount of the contaminant. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has determined that an acult drinking about two
quarts of water svery day for 70 years with a 1,1, 1-Trichloroethane level
of 21.7 ppb i3 expoaed to an additional cancer risk lewel of one in one
million (1:1,000,000).

Options availabls to you to xeduce the level of wlatiles in your wa-
ter swply include:

1) Use of water from another sourcs, such as public water;

2) UtUae of bottled water;

3) Bolling the vmter for ten (10) minutes;

4) Hemo treatment using granular activated carbon filtration
mits, which are available commrcially. Preferred in-
stallation i3 two carbon filters in series (maﬁum;gghzg




_Mr. Donald C. Waddell

Page 2
Saptesher 25, 1984

other) placed
tveen

the mits

in the drinking water line with a tap bhe-
for sampling.

Yonitoring must be per-

foxrmed pericdically to check the removal efficiencies.
Once breakthrough is established from the first filter,
cochangs the second it for the first and replace the
carbon madia in the first filter. This will allow the
second unit to maintain the highest quality carbon.
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ter flow in your system.

Please keop in mind that since conditions may changa, these recossen-
dations pertain only to the Auxpmt 14, 1984 sample results,
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to contact this office,
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Harrisburg Reglonal Office
Bureau of Solid Waste Mmnagerant
Bruce Molholt,  EPA
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Sincerely,

Ferneth I, Malick
Sanitarian
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